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Abstract 
In a descriptive research, based on social deviance theories, the present study attempts to offer a sociological analysis 
of crime in Darehshahr prison, Iran, in 2009. Using data analysis method, the findings of the study demonstrate that 
the highest rate of crime is related to financial crimes, and the lowest rate to cultural and political crimes. Among the 
supposed hypotheses, only “the relation between age and kind of crime” and “the relation between age and 
cooperative crimes” were proved. Hence, crimes in Dareshahr are mostly violent, financial and juvenile, indicating 
the threat of organized and cooperative crimes among the youth.  
 
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and peer-review under responsibility of Centre for Environment-
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1. Introduction  
Deviance from accepted social norms is a universal phenomenon. However, the amount, kind and 
intensity of them differ from society to society. Being a relative phenomenon, and depending on the time 
and places in which they occur, social deviances vary. Crimes, violence, addiction, prostitution, robbery, 
and drug dealing are but a few instances of social deviances. While a social action at specific period of 
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time and in a particular society can be regarded as a social deviance, it may be considered normal in a 
different cultural context or in the same society but within a different time span (Sedigh Sarvestani, 2007, 
p 21).  Due to the transitional conditions of Iran society, in which the traditional control and relations 
have been reduced, a vast array of social damages have emerged. Therefore, “these social damages are a 
kind of wasted energy that is imposed to social systems makes them inefficient, and fosters crisis. These 
damages are a kind of economical-social costs that mostly the people who are unable to adopt themselves 
to the new system, and those who cannot resolve and manage their internal conflict in new conditions 
must pay (Abdollahi, 2002, p15). 
 Normlessness, in target area of the present study has a vaster intensity that fosters many social 
damages including appropriate context for many crimes. According to annual statistics of the crimes in 
the target area, crimes are remarkably increasing in recent years (Annual Crime Statistics of Ilam 
Province, Iran, 2006). Being of the main social damages, in the present study, Crime “is an action that is 
against one of the public sanctions of any society. A criminal is a person that commits an action that is 
against formal regulations of a country (Shalviri and others, 2002, 151). The spread of social deviances in 
general, and committing crimes in particular, impose the exorbitant costs on societies that, in one hand, 
reduces social security and, on the other hand, by eroding the human resources of societies acts as a main 
obstacle in the way of development. That is because these social damages deprive individuals and 
societies from many socio-economic opportunities that form societies. Hence, the major objective of the 
present article is to study the social factors that influence committing crimes: a case study of Darehshahr 
prisoners in 2009.   
2. The significance of the study 
The spread of committing crimes has led to ongoing erosion of ‘security’ and ‘social capital’ that are 
of two main prerequisites of development and progress in any society, and lacking them fosters recession 
and fluctuation. Since the rate of committing crimes in the target area of study is dramatically increasing, 
and since the special condition of the society like urbanization weakens social control and increases social 
damages, the present study attempts to identify and study the frequency of social factors that influence 
committing crimes. Therefore, regarding the necessity of the present study the following reasons can be 
briefly enumerated: 
 
x To identify the social pattern of crimes in the target area of study 
x To describe the social characteristics of the criminals 
x To identify the probable correlation between deviant behaviors and different crimes; in other words, to 
know if a deviant behavior primes other deviance or crime(s) 
x To be prepared for impending deviances and crimes due to the correlation between different crimes  
x To commit a crime my lead to ‘label’ the youth as ‘criminals’ and therefore deprive them of many 
social and economic opportunities 
x Doing a research on the topic and in the target area is original  
3. Theoretical and experimental review of literature 
Parsons and his colleagues (1993) in a study entitled as social capital of family and behavioral 
problems of the children examined the relation between these two variables; he believed that there is a 
correlation between the social capital of family and the sociability of social norms in children. Making 
use of differential associational theory and social control theory, Thomson and others (1991) in a 
monograph named “juvenile delinquency” studied juvenile delinquencies. Robert Putnam (2001) did the 
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first comprehensive comparative study on social capital in the United States. He believed that in the 
United States the social capital regularly decreases as we move from the north to the south or from the 
west towards the east. Along with the systematic reduction of social capital, the extent of some crimes 
like robbery, tendency to evade the tax and cheating increases. He also showed that the more social 
capital decreases in the target area, the more economic equity, tolerance, health level, and civic rights 
decrease. Getty and others (2003) in a study analyzed the relation between different levels of civility and 
juvenile delinquency levels in some parts of Italy. Smeank and others (2007) in a study examined the 
long-term effects of family behavior and parents’ control on teenage boy delinquencies. 
Roozbahaee (2000) have studied the role of family as a factor in/against juvenile delinquencies. 
Meshkatee (2002) in an article entitled as the evaluation of internal and external factors on juvenile 
delinquencies (the experimental test of social control theory and differential associational theory) 
scrutinized the subject of juvenile delinquencies in Tehran. Mobaraki (2005) conducted a research as the 
relation between social capital and crime in micro and macro levels in which he analyzed the relation 
between the two variables. Bayanloo (2006) in the article ‘A study on the relation between demographic 
and ecological factors and the kind of crime in Shiraz, Iran’ has examined relation between the sort of 
crimes that the criminals commit and the two mentioned factors. Taghavi (2008) conducted a research on 
social vulnerability of the youth and the factors influencing them in Qaem Shahr. In her social survey, 
Taghavi studied more than 250 teenage students of 15-19 in Qaem Shahr, Iran. 
4. Theoretical framework of the research 
There are various methodologies and approaches to studying and explaining the social phenomenon of 
crime. However, since there is more than one applicable approach at specific periods of time to social 
deviances, in present study we have benefited the following theories and approaches that seem to be more 
appropriate to our purpose of study.      
4.1. Social dis-organizational  theories 
Social disorganizational theorists believe that some factors such as undermining the intangible roles of 
social institutions like families, as well as debilitation of family commitments, as informal forces of social 
control reduce social solidarity. The increasing speed of industrialization, urbanization, and migration are 
of other major factors that enhance the rate of crimes such as murder, robbery, sexual perversity, and 
addiction (Ahmadi, 2005, p 43). As a whole, social disorganization is applied to lack of order and law. 
There are three kinds of disorganizations that are (1) anomie (2) cultural conflict, and (3) dysfunction. In 
anomie there are no established regulations to determine the right behavior. In cultural conflicts, there are 
at least two dominant opposite regulations that define behavior. In such conditions, it is the agents that, by 
following a set of behaviors, deviate from other set of norms. Dysfunction, however, is a state of cultural 
conflict in which there are regulations; yet, following the regulations does not lead to promised 
promotion. It can even, in contrary, lead to punishment (Rabington & Iberg, 2004, p. 51). Disorganization 
is a result of cultural, technological and demographic changes that lead to major changes in 
interrelationships. In the present study, by disorganization we mean the psychological pressure that is 
produced due to these circumstances. The social pressure leads to disorganization, and finally can lead to 
social damages like Alcoholism, social deviances and so on.  
4.2. Sub-culture theories 
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These theories believe that sub-culture criminality is formed by lower class and underclass 
communities and by criminal bands. To compensate their failure, the lower class children establish 
‘delinquent subculture’. Some of the major theories of the field are: (1) Cohen’s status frustration theory, 
(2) Miller’s delinquent subculture theory, and (3) Cloward & Ohlin’ legal opportunity of deferential 
association (Sedigh Sarvestani, 2005; Gidens, 2002; Ahmadi, 2005). 
4.3. Cohen and Miller’s sub-culture theories 
The theory states that there can be a high correlation between delinquent juvenile groups and bands 
and delinquent behavior among the youth. Due to their emotional, close, informal and friendly 
atmosphere, these groups and bands are very attractive to young people so that they want to spend most of 
their time with them. The more the youth give their hearts to these groups, the more they inline to deviate 
from social norms (Zangeneh, 2004, p 112).   
4.4. Social learning theories  
The theorists of social learning theories believe that social deviances such as crimes are learned in 
interaction with deviants and criminals. Meanwhile, the role of peers seems conspicuous. The most 
important theories of this category that have been used in the present paper are (1) Sutherland's 
differential association theory and (2) Akers' reinforcement association (Salimi & Davari 2007; Sedigh 
Sarvestani , 2006; Seagel &Sana, 2005). 
4.5. Sutherland’s differential association theory  
In Sutherlands’ perspective, the main issue is that the deviant behaviors are learned through a process. 
The key principles of Sutherland’s theory are: 
 
x Deviant behaviors can be learned 
x Deviant behaviors are learned through interaction with others in a communicative process  
x Learning deviant behaviors are usually formed within close friend groups 
x Learning deviant behaviors includes learning deviant techniques, motivations and tastes. 
 
Sutherland’s theory is composed of two main elements. The first one is related to the content of what 
is learned that include deviant and criminal tricks. The second is the process during which the individual 
learns deviant behaviors (George Weld and others, 2001, p 253). According to Sutherland’s theory, 
deviant behaviors are learned through interaction with particular parts of people such as criminals 
(Robertson, 2003, 170).   
4.6. Aker’s reinforcement association theory    
Social environment, according to Aker, is the most influential factor in forming deviant behaviors. To 
him, most of deviant behaviors are results of social reactions (Williams, 2004, p. 230). Deviant behaviors 
are learned through social reactions to deviant situations (Weld, J. & others, 2001, p. 267). Akers believes 
that stopping or continuing a particular behavior depends on promotion and/or punishment. According to 
his theory, the more promoting factors influence the individual’s behavior, the more it will be probable 
that the behavior will become a usual habit (Sedigh, 2004, p. 18). 
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4.7. Hirishi’s social control theory  
In his social control theory, Hirishi considers both internal and external controlling (Divis & Setaz, 
1990, p. 42). Inspired by Durkheim, Hirishi believes that social deviances is a result of the weakness of 
relations between the individual and society. In Hirishi’s theory, there are four elements that tie the 
individual to others or to society as a whole: 
 
x Affectivity: is the extent to which an individual shows attention and sensitivity to other people’s 
perspective and expectation. 
x Allegiance: is the extent to which social encouragements and/or punishments are in accordance with 
the individual’s normal or deviant behaviors  
x Involvement: is the extent of time that an individual spends in  social activities 
x Belief: the extent to which an individual believes the accepted social norms 
 
Each element is a circle between an individual and the society. As long as an individual belongs to the 
usual groups of a society, s/he follows the social norms. However, when one or more of these circles is 
weakened, the possibility of spreading deviant behaviors increases (Momtaz, 2002, pp. 120-123).  
 Regarding the above-mentioned theories, since our study is a descriptive research based on data 
analysis, adopting one specific predetermined theory does not seem reasonable. Therefore, in order to 
explain the phenomenon theoretically, the related theories have been mentioned. Based on control theory, 
it has been attempted to analyze the relation between committing crimes and the variables such as 
education, marriage and employment that create affectivity and involvement in individuals. The 
relationship between cooperative crimes and age has been analyzed based on the learning theories. It is 
while, the relationship between committing crimes and the variables of (criminal) background and place 
of residence have been studied based on control and disorganizational theories respectively.    
5. Assumptions 
    Our assumptions are therefore as the followings: 
x It seems that there is a relationship between the variables of age and kind of the crime. 
x It seems that there is a relationship between marriage and the criminal records. 
x It seems that there is a relationship between the criminal records and the kind of crimes. 
x It seems that there is a relationship between corporate crimes and the criminal record. 
x It seems that there is a relationship between education and the criminal record. 
x It seems that there is a relationship between employment and the criminal records. 
x It seems that there is a significant relation between age and the corporate crimes. 
x  It seems that there is a significant relation between ethnicity and the criminal records. 
x It seems that there is a significant relation between the employment conditions and the criminal 
records. 
x It seems that there is a significant relation between the place of residence and the criminal records. 
6. Methodology 
Due to the nature of our study, the methodology we made use of was ‘the existing data analysis’. 
Studying 84 cases of Darehshahr prisoners, we designed a questionnaire, and inserted the analytical data 
into it to be analyzed. The method has its own merits and shortcomings. One of the prominent advantages 
of the existing data analysis is that the researcher(s) rather than collecting data are concerned for 
75 Ali Ayar et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  35 ( 2012 )  70 – 82 
analyzing the data. However, it should be mentioned that in this method, the variables cannot be changed 
easily. Nor can we insert new data into them (Baker, 2002, p309).  
The required information was gathered after studying the prisoners’ cases. Then, a questionnaire was 
designed after studying all of the prisoners’ cases to be filled in and then be analyzed by SPSS software.            
The present study has made use of appropriate descriptive methods (ANOVA and t-test) as well as the 
existing data analysis method. The statistical society of the study includes all the prisoners of Darehshahr 
prison in 2009.   
7. Findings 
7.1. Descriptive findings 
Table 1: Distribution of the statistical society based on age 
Cumulative percentile Percent Frequency AEG 
69.00 69.00 58 17-32 
86.9 17.9 15 32.1-47 
100 13.1 11 47.1-62 
 
Findings of table (1) show that most of the criminals (85 percent) are young and their age range is 
between (17- 32). 
Table 2: The distribution of statistical society based on the kind of crime  
Percent Frequency Kind of Crime 
22.6 19 Against individuals  
52.4 44 Against properties 
4.8 4 Cultural and political crimes  
13.1 11 Illegal trades  
7.1 6 Driving  
 
According to the Findings of table (2) crimes against properties (52.4̃) and crimes against individuals 
(22.6 ̃) are the most frequent crimes. In other words, in the target area of study the predominant crimes 
are ‘financial’ and ‘violent’.  
Table 3: The distribution of the society based on employment conditions 
 Percent  Frequency  Kind of job 
25.1  21  Unemployed 
67.9  57  Self-employed business 
7.1  6  Government- jobholders 
100  84  Sum 
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Findings of table (3) illustrate that regarding their employment conditions only 7.1̃ of the criminals 
were government jobholders. Most of the criminals (67.9̃) held self-employed businesses. About 25̃ of 
them were unemployed.  
Table 4: Marriage status of the criminals  
Percent Frequency  Marriage status 
38.1 32  Single  
61.9 52  Married  
84 84  Sum 
Findings of table (4) shows that about 38.1 percent of the statistical society are single and other 61.9 
percent are married.  
Table 5: The distribution of the society based on the place of residence 
PercentFrequency         ϻϮϘϣΕ  




The findings of table (5) show that regarding housing status, 69 percent of the prisoners are landlords 
while 31 percent are tenants. 






  Table (6) shows that regarding ethnicity 51.2 percent of the population are Lor, 11.9 percent are Lak, 
and 36.9 percent of the society are Kord. 
Table 7: Distribution of the society based on education level  
C. P Percent Frequency Education level  
22.9 22.9 19 Illiterate  
28.9 6.0 5 Primary school  
71.1 42.2 35 Guidance school   
92.8 21.7 18 Diploma  





The findings of table (7) illustrates that regarding educational level, about 22.9 percent of the statistical 
society are illiterate. It is while 6 percent of them have passed primary school courses, 42.2 percent 
guidance school, about 21.7 percent had high school degrees, and only about 7.2 percent of them had 
academic studies. 
Table 8: Distribution of the statistical society based on criminal record(s) 
C.P Percent Frequency Criminal records  
58.158.118Low (1-3 times) 
90.332.310Average (3-5 times)
1009.73High (more than 5 times)
10031Sum  
  The findings of table (8) show that about 58.1 percent of the statistical society have spent 1-3 times in 
prisons. Around 32.3 percent of the populations have been 3-5 times in the prisons. That is while only 9.7 
percent of the population are hardened criminals and have been sent into prisons more than 5 times.  







Findings of the table (9) illustrates that 95.2 percent of the crimes are individual and only 4.8 percent 
of the crimes are corporative. Other findings of our descriptive study, however, illustrate that 82.7 percent 
of the criminals’ wives are housewives, 13.5 percent are government jobholders and only 3.8 percent of 
the population are students. 90.2 percent of the criminals’ mothers were also revealed to be illiterate. It is 
while 7.3 percent of our statistical society have had primary school degrees, and only 2.4 of the mothers 
could reach themselves to the guidance school level. It was also revealed that 14.5 percent of the 
criminals’ parents have had previous marriages so that 10.5 percent of the criminals have brother or sister 
of their new parents.  





100 7.2 6 Academic studies  
 100 84 Sum  
 Percent  Frequency   Kind of the crime  
 4.8 4 Corporative  
 95.2 80 Individual  
 100 84 Sum 
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Table 10: Age differences based on criminal records and way of doing crimes 
Significance 
level dfT SD 
Age 
Average Variable 
0.952 82 -0.060 
10.70911 31.9333 Yes Crime 
records  10.14482 32.0755 No 
0. 000 82 -4.489 
1.63299 26.0000 Yes Corporate 
crime 10.39154 32.3750 No 
    
Table (10) shows the results of t-test and difference of average age based on criminal records.  
According to the findings of the table, it can be said that the average age of the experienced criminals and 
inexperienced ones are respectively 39.93 and 32.07. Regarding the significance level, that is ( p=0.952) 
here, we can say that it is not significant; and therefore, the relation between the variables of age and 
being an experienced criminal can be rejected. The table also shows the mean score of criminals’ age 
based on having or not having collaborator(s) while committing crimes. According the findings of the 
table, it can be said that the mean score of age in the criminals who have had collaborators is 26.00, and 
that for those who had not collaborators is 32.37. This difference, according to the significant level that is 
(p=0.000) is significant, which shows that the hypothesis of the relation between the variables of age and 
committing corporate crimes can be proved. In other words, the youth have committed more corporate 
crimes than other criminals. This point can be interpreted as a sign of increasing danger of forming 
organized crimes by the youth.  
Table 11: Difference of criminal records based on habitation status, receiving government services, and marriage status 
Significance  




2.7500 2.7500 Landlords Habitation 
status  3.0000 3.0000 Tenants 
0.000 8 0.051 
1.83485 2.8333 Yes Receiving 
government 
services 1.641 2.791 No 
0.141  82 -1.528 .84190 2.3571 Yes Marriage 
status     2.00734 3.1765 No 
    
The results of t-test illustrate the mean score of criminal records based on the variables of ‘habitation 
status’, ‘marriage status’ and ‘receiving government services’ (There are two main supportive institutions 
in Iran that their aim is to recognize the poor, homeless or disable people and financially support them. 
One of the objectives of the present study is to know whether their supportive role can prevent potentially 
financial crimes.) Only the relation between receiving supportive services and committing crimes was 
significant, and two other hypotheses, namely the relation between habitation status and criminal records 
or the relation between marriage status and criminal records, were rejected. 
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Table 13. ANOVA of criminal records based on ethnicity and level of education 
     	 Ǥ
Ethnicity  
Between Groups 107.600 3 35.867 0.309 0.819 
Within Groups 9277.960 80 115.974   
Total 9385.560 83    
Level of 
Education
Between Groups 10.155 5 2.031 3.655 0S.629 
Within Groups 219.400 75 2.925   
Total 229.556 80    
 
Table (13) which shows the results of ANOVA, illustrates the mean scores of the criminal records 
based on the variables of ethnicity and educational level. According to the findings of the table, it can be 
claimed that there is no significant relation between the mean score of the criminal records and ethnicity. 
Yet, there is a significant relationship between criminal records and educational level.   
Table 14: Criminal records  based on employment status and kind of crime    
SD Criminal records meanCategories                 
1.92209 3.2222 Jobless 




2.0000 Government Jobholders  
0.0000 
1.78730 2.7692 Against individuals 
Kind of crime  
1.73944 3.0000 Against properties 
1.41421 3.2000 Cultural and political crimes 
1.64317 2.0000 Illegal business 
 
      SD Criminal records mean Category   Variables 
15.03556 3.9286 Lor Ethnicity 
  0.51640 1.6000 Lak 
0.47519 1.6774 Kord  
0.47757 2.0000 Others  
43.49368 1.6842 Primary School Education 
0.50210 21.2000 Guidance school  
0.48507 1.5714 High school 
0.57735 1.6667 Technician  
0.47757 1.6667 B.A 
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Table 15: ANOVA of criminal records Mean Score based on employment status and education level 








Groups 360.369 4 90.092 
 
 
0.789  0.536   
 
Within Groups 9025.190 79 114.243   
Total 9385.560 83     
 
Kind of crime 
Between 








Within Groups 9287.772 79 117.567 
Total 9385.560 83  
Table (15) that shows the results of ANOVA illustrates the MS of the criminals based on their 
employment status and kind of crimes they have committed. According to the findings of the table, it can 
be said that there is not a significant relation between the criminals’ employment status and the kind of 
crimes they commit. 
Table 16: Statistical characteristics of age based on kind of the crime    
                    SD Ϧγ Ϧϴ̴ϧΎϴϣ                  
6.18147 27.1053 Against individual  
 
Kind of the crime 
 
10.86863 33.4792 Against properties  
4.76445 26.5000 Accidents and driving offences  
9.50000 36.0000 Illegal business  
20.506 44.5000 Cultural and political crimes  
Table 17: ANOVA of age MS based on kind of the crime  
 Sum of Squares df Mean Square  F Sig. 
BetweenGroups 1197.803 4 299.451  
3.156789 .018 
Within Groups 7495.769 79 94.883  
Total 8693.571 83       
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In table (17), the findings of ANOVA illustrate the difference of mean score of the criminals based on 
the kinds of the crime they have committed. According to the findings of the table, it can be said that 
there are differences between the mean score of the criminals’ age and (1) ‘crimes against individuals’ 
(27.10 percent), (2) ‘crimes against properties’ (33.56 percent), (3) ‘cultural and political crimes’ (41.5 
percent), (4) ‘illegal businesses’ (34.27 percent), and (5) ‘driving offences’ (26.5). The difference is 
significant due to the level of significance (Sig =0.022). Therefore, the hypothesis about the relation 
between the variables of age and the kind of the crime is acceptable. It becomes clear that the juvenile 
crimes are mostly violent, against individuals, accident crimes and driving offences.    
8. Conclusion 
In our descriptive study which is based on ‘the existing data analysis’, first of all, buy making use of 
social theories and approaches such as social disorganizational theories, sub-culture theories(Cohen and 
Miller theories), social learning theories (Sutherland and Aker’s theories) and Hirishi’s social control 
theory, we have theoretically elucidated the phenomenon of crime. Then, we have embarked on data 
analysis of the existing data. The results and findings of the study show that the phenomenon of crime in 
the target area of the study (Darehshahr, Iran) is juvenile and financial since the age of 69 percent of the 
criminals are between 17-32, and since the predominant crime (51 percent) is against properties. Among 
crimes against properties, robbery is the most frequent crime (16.7 percent). After committing crimes 
against properties, crimes against individuals (fighting, injuring, and rapes) are the most current (22.6 
percent). It is also apparent that 71 percent of the criminals do not have a high level of education; they 
have at most passed only guidance school courses. Therefore, according to the descriptive findings of the 
study, the predominant crimes in Darehshahr can be labeled as ‘juvenile’ and ‘financial’ committed by 
criminals with a low level of education. According to the analytical findings of our 10 hypotheses after t-
test and F-test, it is clear that there is a significant relationship between the variables of age and 
committing crimes. The findings of ANOVA show that most of the crimes connected to accident and 
driving offences are related to the youth; it is in accordance with the theoretical assumptions since seldom 
do the juvenile delinquencies have financial roots. Rather, they are revengeful oriented. Crimes against 
properties, business crimes, as well as political and cultural crimes mostly occur in in the ages above 30.  
Regarding the results of t-test, the hypothesis about the relation between the variables of age and 
committing corporate crimes proved to be significant (sig = 0.000). In other words, unlike the adults, the 
youth prefer to commit corporate crimes. Therefore, the findings of the present study predict the 
imminent danger of organized, corporate crimes by the youth in the near future. These findings are also in 
accordance with Sutherland’s differential association theory and Aker’s reinforcement association theory. 
Of different variables connected to social control theory, only the relation between the variables of 
‘educational level’ and ‘criminal records’ were proved to be significant. Moreover, based on 
disorganizational theories, we were going to examine the relation between the variables of habitation 
status and committing crime that, however, was not proved. The reason for proving social theory learning 
theories (Sutherland’s differential association theory and Aker’s reinforcement association theory) refers 
to the facts that (1) much of the population of the target area of the study is composed of the youth, and 
(2) the committed crimes are juvenile so that the youth tend to learn crimes from their peers. Moreover, 
the significant difference between the different levels of education and committing crimes confirms the 
social control theory that the individuals’ commitment can reduce the crimes.    
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